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> and Diane Smith thought their home of
40 years was forever, until the idea of building
a modern property on the Dorset coast took hold
Words Sue Herdman Photography Jefferson Smith
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this picture Large
glass panels, grey
brickwork, hardy
steel and Western
red cedar cladding
make up the rear
facade of this boxy
modern build

etween the beaches known as Steamer Point and

Avon, near Christchurch on the Dorset coast, soars

Friars CLiff. With its views of the Isle of Wight and

its sandy stretches, this has long been a property
hot spot. It’s the kind of place you might visit and decide you
want to retire to. And that is exactly what Mike Smith, a
retired oil-company executive, and his wife Diane, a one-time
art history lecturer, have done — except that they’re not exactly
retiring types. Not for them a cosy period villa; nor a uniform
semi. When moving from their family home (Georgian, with
a much-loved garden), they decided to invest in something
they had always hankered after - a truly modern house.

As practical people do, Mike and Diane drew up a list of
musts. ‘We're not getting any younger,’ says Mike, ‘so it went
like this: somewhere close to shops and life; low maintenance
and heat efficient. We wanted four bedrooms. It wasn’t to
be too big and it had to be child friendly (for grandchildren).
We wanted lots of light and we needed a house that one day,

if necessary, we could live in, on just the ground floor.! At no —
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Homes Modern new-build

Suppliers

PROJECT TEAM Architect
John Pardey Architects
(01590 626 465;
johnpardeyarchitects.com)
Builder and project
manager Ridgetree (07872
120 132; riprojects.org)
Structural engineer Barton
Engineers (020 7631 0348;
bartonengineers.co.uk)
STRUCTURE Gates, sliding
doors, glass balustrades
and stairs Athena Fabrication
and Welding (01202 721 568;
athena.uk.com) Top-floor
cladding Vincent Timber
(0121 772 86511; -~
vincenttimber.co.uk)

Windows Alco Glass (01923
246 600; accordial.co.uk)
Render system Jub (0845
688 9866; jubrenders.org.uk)
FIXTURES & FITTINGS
Kitchen Kraftwork (07899
846 301; kraftwork.co.uk)
Bathroom fittings The Big
Bath Company (015390 610
030; bigbathcompany.com)
Tiles Lea Ceramiche
(ceramiche.it)

FURNITURE Bookcases,
media unit and table
Jonathan Matthews (01305
251 536; j-m-designs.co.uk)
Sofa and footstool Minotti
(020 7323 3233; minotti.com)

this picture The TV

designs for homes that could be easily and economically built.

‘Steel and timber came from the programme,’ says Pardey. It
was all about the steel frame; and this is what I used here.’
With planning permission in place (a smooth process,

thanks to the recent approval of modern houses close by),

the build, which took just under a year, began. Tll never

forget the frame going in,’ says Diane. ‘Suddenly we could

get a true feel for the three-dimensional space.’

‘The completed form of the house, just as Pardey had

planned, is very open. From the front lobby, a service corridor

runs towards the kitchen, the courtyard lying along one side,

flooding the space with light, while to the other lie useful

spaces: a boot room, WC, pantry and utility. The corridor
has the same floor tiling (a durable, Italian porcelain), as the
courtyard and the open-plan kitchen, dining and living room

at the back, giving the whole space a unified feel.

A pale oak staircase rises from the dining area. As you

climb it come two visual treats. One is the thick birch-ply

bookcases on the landing. Their colour was matched to that

of the cover of an old red, leather-bound book Pardey owns.

‘It’s a rich hue,’ he says, ‘a bit orange, a bit brown. Colours -
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