Renovation of the 1936
family home of Architect
Mary Medd
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Abowve: external view
From back.
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hen Heidi Lightfoot, co-
founder of graphic design
agency Toepether Desiger, and

her hushand Steve Gibbons, Head of
User Experience and Design at the BBC,
began the hunt for a mid-century house
within easy reach of their London johs,
they never dreamed they'd find
somewhere as special a5 the Grade 11
listed five bedroom family home in
Hertfordshire that they finally bought.
One year on, this stunning example of
19630 British architecture has been
treated to a sympathetic but extensive
renavation and now forms the backdrop
to the family life they share with their
two voung children, Eiley and Jackson,
Arriving at the house, vou quickly
spod 12 most 2iriking features: the
unusial monopiteh roof, loping up
towards the rear of the property, and the
neat row of ten windows that run along
the fst ooy, ke square portheles,
Amd ar the back, the roofline rises
dramatically, ereating a deep soffit with
everhanging rafters, The house was
desigmed by renowned public sector
architect Mary Medd, one of the flr=i
women to praduate Gom the
Architectural Asseciation, for her parents
in 1934 and butlt in 1936, She designed
three houses on the penerous plot, all of
which survive. This wis ome of the few
residential projects she worked on, her
first commission in fact; she went on to
make ker name with her pioneering
desipns for schools. She was inspired by
continental Modernizm, in particular the
1960 Stockholm Exhibition of Arts and
Crafts und Home Industries, which she
visited just prior (o designing the heuse,
wnd it only perhaps the bter Emd
Goldfinger terraee of houzes on London'’s
Willow Roaed that bear any stylistic
comparizon, This may nof be entirely
coincidental, as Goldfinger and Medd
cotlaborated on a number of projects,
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Jocobzen; Sonta & Cole
GTTF coiling bomp:
vintage Jens Risom skde
table; Murane glass lamp
base with orongs shode;
¥itra Woodon Dolls by
Alsnonder Girard.

Abwowe: oxternal view
from front.

Righr dinfng room,
block stained ook ‘Balla’
desk foble by Hay:
wintaoge “Grond Prix’
dining chairs by Arne
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Steve amd Heidi tell mae howe they
Foumd the place. With the arrival of their
aecomd son, they decided that it was time
tan Lok B @ heomne outside of London, and
what's more, it needed to be mid-centueye?
Heidi explains, “Living for yvears in
Victorian terraces, we realizsed that
mid-century was the style that attracted
us most: the wider spaces, the lighter
rooms, lower living, and a space we could
all prow inta”, The Mary Medd house
ended up being one of the first properties
they viewed,

The renovation was going to be
challenging. The couple aimed to remsin
sympathetic to the avigingl design, link in
an adjoining 1970 annexe, and pat their
own stamp on the plase, They needed an
architect, and az the house iz Grade 11
liztecl, fincing the right architect was
important, Heldi explains, *I made 2
ghartlist, and one of them was John
Parddey, When [ called him | knew
stralght away that e waz the one,
Coineidentally e had met David Medd,
AMarw's hinshand, anvd had worked on a
aehon] that they'd designed. He was
really enthusinstic about the hotze,”

Mast of the reconfiguring has taken
pace at the back of the property. Heidi
explains that the original kitehen fely
izolated. “When we were in the kitchen,
we couldn't see anyone, and we had this
amazing garden that we conldn't ancess
easily™, Steve tells me. With Pandex's
help, they have created a much more
open feel; the kitchen is now & gateway (o
the other ground fleor rooms, with views
of the garden to boot, The 1970z annexe
has been integrated into the louze,
Acvessiad via the Kitchen, it consists of a
gueest bedroom with ensuite, ad a luge
Family rooin, which opens to the garden
via glass sliding doors along one wall,
Thee removal of the internal walls that
separsded the dining room and kitehen
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Preavicus: family room,
Mowiglio sofo by
Umberts Asnogo for
Arflex: Porker ¥noll
armchairs resoued from o

skip and respholstered;
Erncst pouffe by Denna
Wilson; Vitsoon 5056
Untversol Shelving

System by Dister Roms;
ceramic tobbe lmp (on
shebees ) from Berlin
Aeamarkelr Ereol
drop-leaf coffes toble;
Sonifo & Cole "GTT”
coiling lamp.

Above: view Frem dining
ream 1o siffing room.
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Lef: Ercol Mloank loble;
Ercol stocking choirs:
Knot loor cushicns
frem Habitety Orsja
Leon Wall Lighes.
Abowe: kitthen, Zodioc
mugs by John Clappison
for Hornseo Pottery,
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Above: kitchen, 19548
Polish Walzlogor
poster; Helgo Astock
candlahelders

[oem windowsill).
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s that it's now possible to look down
the bength of the ground floor, frem the
sitting room at one end, which opens into
the cining room via the original 19305
concerting doors, through the kitchen,

tor the family room at the other end.
Making this radical change to the internal
structure took some persuasion though.
Heidi admits, “We probably would have
naturally veered towards the ‘museum’
approach;, recreating the lyout as
accitrately as possible, and that was ene
of the great benefits of working with
Johin, who encoursnged s to think of the
spaee afiresh and not get too hung up on
the way it used to be”

Steve and Heddi have taken eare 1o
prezerve o reinstall the oviginal features,
In the entrance hall they have uneovored
the tiled conerete stalirense and
commizzioned & reprochuction of the
long-ginee-removied thin metal bannister,
uging one from o neighbouring house for
reference, The couple have also
reinstated the clegantly curved plastered
fireplace in the sitting room, and the
beautiful oviginal door handlez, which
they got recast from the few remaining
authentic ones in Ehe honse,

The hallway now leads into a
beantilully contemporary kitchen,
designed and built by bespoke kitchen
makers Kraftwork, firom birch ply.
Floor-to-ceiling units fill one wall and
open shelves the other, displaying
eollection of Hornsea Zodine mugs that
Heddi admits have become something of
an eBay obzession! In the middle of the
voorm, a barge ply-sided izland unit with
=teel hoop legs and a grey Corian®
surfmee creates the hub, over which o
lowerad eciling cleverly hides the
cooker extracton

To date the upstairs has remained
relatively untouched; four bedrooms and
2 bathroom le off & long corrider that
runs along the front of Che budlding,
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Above: bedroom,
Vintoge chast of drowers
for Heaols; *Galy Tors®
print, Galt Tays catalegue
covar, 196970 earamic
toble lomp base from a
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Hea morket; Artok &0
shosnl; Modornica Sawcor
Bubkle Pendant light

by George Melson.
Right Viclorian
hoberdashery cobinet.
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Abover siMing room,
Woodgate scfas by
Terence Woodgalte for
SCP; Ercol pebble toble;
wvintoge Swan chair by
Arne Jocobsen; Sonfa &

k] Mmi&mﬂm rpd

Cols Tripods G5* floor
lamp; Bestlite ‘BLY* table
lamp, eriginally designed
by Robort Duedley Bastin
16830, manyfactured by
Gubi; vintage coal scuttle.

=
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Thiz houses the row of ten sguare
winglows and Steve tells me, “Its so light
up there in the morning, it’s almost
blinding when you get up!™

One vear on, Heidi and Steve have
restoved the integrity of the original
desipn while introducing their own
signature touches, like the brightly
colouved feature walls, The colours were
very mueh inspired by o 1980 padette of
vivid blue, yellow and grey, Heidi zays,
“The idea i that wou see the aceent
colours through the windows when you're
in the back garden. We created a mood
board bazed on the colowrs from the
Stockholm Exhibition of 15:30,”

The fmishings combine mid-century
and contemperary designes, [ spot azel of
vintage Arne Jacobsen Grand Prix dining
chairs, dramatically set off by a
contemporary Danish black stained oak
dining table. There’s a stunning Arne
Jacobsen ‘Swan’ chair and a well-stocked
design library is houzed on a wall-wide
Dicter Rams Vitsoe shelving unit.

The British mid-century manufecturers
are well represented too, with Parker
Enoll armehairs that the eouple rescued
from a skip, an Eveol Plank table and
stacking ehairs, and a beautiful 1940s G A
Jenkins "Cromerwood chair, complete
with its original vitwunt blue upholstery,
Steve tells me that it was heartening Lo
find a couple of pieces they owned, namely
an Artek 6 stool and ¢ Bestlite *BLIT
table lamp, in archive photographs of the
interior taken shortly after the howse was
built! The couple's love of graphic arl iz
evident, with virtually every wall surface
piven over to their vast collection, firom
vintage posters to Paoloes collages,

Steve and Heddi's research has allowed
the building to retain its architectural
integrity, while functioning as a space for
the 21st century, communieating their
perzonalities, and above all making for a
vy cool family home,

Mol patyry | Summee  dutumn 2018 95



Abover staircare with waith q-rigin-u! Foleree
original files, Benjomin Benflux
Righi halbway, pendant lights, found in
Cramarwood chair for the ﬂuwmnﬁ-r
Tecta serios, designed in meovved im and nosse
1548 by & A Jenkins, re-enamelled,
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