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WATSON HOUSE

The clients wanted tolive
close to nature, soPardey.
created a main living space
flanked by floor-ta-ceiling
windows, with ananchoring
wallincorporating
afireplace, which he
deseribes as 'a wonderful
domestic gesture’

. youare'in the living room of Can Lis, you feel

as though you are being shot out of the windows
towards the horizon, but at the same time
everything on the horizon seems to be drawn into
the room,’ says Pardey. “You are both pushed and
pulled, and it’s the same thing with the house on
Hayling Island.’

Among the challenges Pardey faced in
designing the two-storey Pooley House was
dealing with such a narrow site slotted between
neighbouring houses, and facing up to the need
to protect the house from tidal surge and flood
risk. Pardey raised the house on a brick plinth,
locating the bedrooms on the lower level. The
house then opens up dramatically on the upper
level, with the open-plan living room projecting
outwards to the sea in the form of a crafted box
timber-lined with red cedar inside and out. As
with the Watson House, there is an emphasis on
craftsmanship, finishing and detailing, but
without the expensive gadgets.

“The clients wanted it to feel like a beach
house and T had been hankering to doa
timber-lined room for ages,” Pardey says. ‘It is
very Scandinavian and very warm, which Ilike.
The living room is a sleeved tube — like a camera
obscura— pushing out into the harbour.’

Looking at Pardey’s two new houses, it’s little
wonder the practice has become best known
for these careful, character buildings, tied toa

Wallpaper®

geographical place, although the firm’s portfolio
includes many larger scale residential and
commercial projects as well.

‘The houses are maybe half of what we do,
but the lessons you learn from designing houses
are the key ones,” Pardey says. ‘You can learn
everything about a city plan from a house.

It applies to everything, It’s the hardest thing to
do for an architect, even though people might
think that it’s the easiest.

New commissions include houses in Wales
and Norfolk, as well as the Home Counties and
the south coast. Pardey is enjoying spreading his
wings, with a project in Florida also on the cards.
Unlike Murcutt, he has no hesitation in taking
his work abroad, but you can always expect a
certain integrity, a certain modesty o Pardey’s
buildings. No matter where he is working, one
feels he will carry on doing his own thing.

‘It’s about scale,’ says Pardey. T'd love to do
an office building and an art gallery, but I don’t
want to do enormous, blanket corporate projects.
There’s an instinetive side to it. If you think too
much, then you end up copying other people or
being trapped inside some kind of fashion
statement. I do put a great deal of thought into
the projects I undertake, of course, but it’s like
painting. If you think all the time, then you can’t
paint. You have to get on and do it.” %
www.johnpardeyarchitects.com






